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From the Philippines he crossed over to the mainland of
Asia, where he visited China, and Korea, and Japan. The
name of the strait which separates Hokkaido, the most
northern of the Japanese islands, and Sakhalin Island, which
is still known as La Pe'rouse Strait, bears evidence to his pre-
sence in those unknown parts of the world.

From Japan La Perousc proceeded to Kamchatka, and from
Bering's old city of Petropavlovsk he sent one of his officers
back to Paris, together with all his maps and journals and the
miscellaneous information gathered during his two years in
the Pacific.

After Ms departure from Pctropavlovsk we hear of him
only twice more. First when ten of his men were murdered
in Samoa in December 1787, and the next time when he
dropped anchor in Botany Bay in January 1788. From Botany
Bay he sent one more letter back to Paris, and after mat-
silence.

In the year 1826 an English squadron called at the New
Hebrides. The commander, Captain Peter Dillon, was greatly
surprised when a member of his crew showed him the hilt
of a European sword which the sailor had bought from one
of the natives. He made a few investigations, and soon came
to the conclusion that this must be the neighbourhood in which
the ships of La Pe'rouse must have been shipwrecked.

As soon as this became known in Europe the French Govern-
ment sent Dumont d'Urville (whom you met a few pages
ago) to the New Hebrides, with instructions to make certain
that Dillon had not been mistaken. It was due to the researches
of d'Urvillc and his own Astrolabe (he had re-baptized his
ship with that name in honour of La Pe'rouse) that we can
now point to the reef of Vanikoro as the exact spot on which
La Pe'rouse and all his men perished during a severe storm
some time in February or March of the year 1788.

That was the way in which the White Man explored every